ney Docket No. 65961-001 5 PA TENT 

>01US 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS RECEIVED 

JUL 0 8 2003 

1-4 (Canceled) GROUP 3600 



5. (Previously Added) A lining for columns orauTomoFiTesr^niprisir 

a base area with fixing and holding elements and at least one opening area 
covering an airbag, wherein the at least one opening area comprises a tKermoplastic material 
with a Shore A hardness greater than 100 and has a hinge area adjoining the base area and 
consisting essentially of a thermoplastic material with a Shore Aliardness of less than 95. 

j\ 6. (Previously Amended) The lining as claimed in^laim 5, wherein the opening area 

. is further bounded by intended fracture lines or waJH^jckness reductions adjoining the hinge 
area. 

7. (Previously Amended) The lining a^^aimjetpin claim 5, wherein the hinge area 
consists essentially of a thermoplastic material ^itj^a Shore A hardness between 30 and 95. 

8. (Previously Added) The lining as claimed in claim 7, wherein the hinge area 
consists essentially of a thermoplastic material with a Shore A hardness between 60 and 80. 

9. (Previously AddedyThe lining as claimed in claim 5, wherein the base area and the 
opening area together with /y me hinge area are covered by a unified decorative layer. 



10. (New) A lining for columns of axrtomobiles, comprising: 

a base area and at least one opening area covering an airbag, wherein the at 
least one opening area is formed of a uWary layer and comprises a first material having a first 
hardness, except for a hinge area comprls(ing/a second material having a second hardness 
being different than said first hardnes^. 
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1 1 . (New) The lining as claimed in claim 10 wherein the base area has at least one 
fixing element. / 

12. (New) The lining as claimed in claim 10, wherem the second material is 
thermoplastic. / 

13. (New) The lining as claimed in clanA 10, wherein the opening area is further 
bounded by intended fracture lines or wall thickness reductions adjoining the hinge area. 

14. (New) The lining as claimed ipclaim 10 wherein the second hardness is less than 
the first hardness 

15. (New) The lining as claimed Ja'claim 14, wherein the second material further has 
a Shore A hardness between 30 and 95 ( 

16. (New) The lining as claimed in claim 14, wherein the second material further has 
a Shore A hardness between 60 and 80. 

17. (New) The lining as claimed in claim 10, wherein the base area and the opening 
area together with the hinge area are covered by a unified decorative layer. 
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